
Mississippi  

 River Hills  

Association  
 

M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r H i l l s . o r g  

2008 MRHA MEMBERSHIP 

APPLICATION 

Choose your membership: 

___ Individual: $35 one year  

___ Business/Organization: $75 one year  

___ Friend of the Region: $25 one year 

Date: 

Contact name: 

Business/Organization:  

Address: 

City: 

State                                        Zip: 

County: 

Phone: 

Email:  

Web site: 

Which one of the following groups do you most identify with?  

___Artists  ___Hospitality and Tourism  

___Food producers  ___Retail local products  

___Local Governments  ___ Wineries / vineyards  

  

Return this form with check or money order to:  

Lisa Palmer, 255 Market Street 

Ste. Genevieve MO 63670 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP  

Individuals, businesses and 
organizations:  

§ Use of the regional logo for your products 
produced in the region 

§ Free listing on the on-line map (if you are a 
business that is open to the public) 

§ Aassistance in connecting to wholesale customers 
and new markets 

§ Discounts on MRHA programs and workshops 

§ Receive the MRHA newsletter and 
announcements 

§ Take advantage of member discounts at regional 
businesses 

§ Increased visibility through MRHA promotional 
activities, advertising, events, and media 
coverage 

§ Promotion of your business, products, and/or 
services through listing on the MRHA web site 
and use of your photos in promotional efforts  

§ Free listing in the Guide to Regional Foods (if it 
applies to you) 

§ Opportunities to purchase advertising space on 
the newsletter and other publications  

 

Friend of the Region:  

An option for a person or business outside the region 
who wishes to support our work and stay abreast of 
our activities.  As a Friend of the Region, youôll... 

§ Support the mission of MRHA by contributing 
financially to its success 

§ Receive the  MRHA newsletter and 
announcements 

§ Take advantage of member discounts at regional 
businesses 

Limitations:  Do not have voting rights at membership 
meetings, cannot be elected or appointed to board 
positions, cannot participate as a provider at MRHA 
member only events, and  may not have access to 
other benefits afforded regional individual, business, 
or organizational members . 

Join the  
ñRegional Cuisinesò 

Movement 



regional products based on label of origin 
will mean greater recognition and economic 
opportunities for food producers, the tourism 
industry, and rural communities. 

MRHA Purpose  

The Mississippi River Hills Association was 
formed to promote, protect, enhance and 
market the agricultural products, foods, 
wines, arts, crafts, sites and services within 
the Mississippi River Hills region. 

MRHA Structure  

Board of directors organized in 
March 2007, comprised of repre-
sentatives from each county and 
each of six identified stakeholder 
groups 

Committees include Marketing, 
Youth Entrepreneurship, Map and 
Techno logy,  Events,  Tours, 

 Economic Studies, and Membership 

Part-time coordinator and support through 
MU Extension 

Regional participants representing food 
producers,  artisans, retailers of local 
products, wineries & vineyards, local 
governments, and tourism / hospitality 

Rural Economic Development 

Using Regional Identity Labeling . 

What's in a name?  If it's the name of a region 
where distinctive foods and wines are produced, 
it could mean a premium of up to 30 percent on 
the open market. 

How do we accomplish this?  By combining two 
of the biggest trends in contemporary economic 
development (regionalism and entrepreneurship) 
with geographic indications to create a compre-
hensive and sustainable approach to rural 
development. 

The Mississippi River Hills Region is that 
distinct region.  Adjacent to the 
Mississippi River, the region is contained 
within the Missouri counties of Jefferson, 
Ste. Genevieve, St. Francois, Perry, 
Cape Girardeau, and Scott.  

The Mississippi River Hills Association 
(MRHA) is creating a distinctive identity 
for the region based on 'terroir,' or the 
characteristics imparted to products grown in the 
region by it's ecologyðsoil type, microclimate, 
and even cultivation practices. 

Labels of origin (used for centuries in European 
Countries), allows the consumer to distinguish 
among the unique tastes and attributes of 
product from different regions.  This 
identification of the Mississippi River Hills'  

Goals of MRHA  

Increase regional cooperation and 
communication across political 
boundaries 

Shift the emphasis of economic 
development strategies in the region 
from industry attraction to 
entrepreneurship support 

Increase the viable career opportunities 
available to young people 

Increase the number of successful 
entrepreneurs in the region, both new 
and existing 

Increase the number of tourists to the region 
(particularly niche tourism markets such 
as agri-tourism) and increase the 
number of repeat visitors 

Encourage research that will benefit the 
region, and that will translate 
conceptually to other regions 

Increase the number of economic linkages 
between producers and vendors within 

the region. 
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